
Palm Beach Community College  

Lake Worth 

Minutes 

Graduation Committee Meeting 

  

Date:  September 21, 2009               Time:  2  PM                                          

 

Location:  CRA 101 

 

Attendance: 

 

  Ed Mueller    Steve Gray    Freddie Bennett 

  Carol Boehlert    William Childers    Rickey Freeman 

  Margie Dawes   Olivia Morris    Roz McFarlane 

  Trish Froehlich   Africa Fine    Carolina Orejuelareina  

  Michael MacMullen   Terri Breland     Patti Anderson 

  Dave Bodwell   Robert Schweriner    Paul Friedman 

  Sheryl Giese   Sharon Sass                        Helaine Fazio 

  Tiffany Dinga   Doug Cornwell    Hansome Jones  

 

 

Minutes     

 

ITEM 1.   Introductions 

 

 Introductions took place. 

 

ITEM 2.   Spring 2009 Feedback 

 

Discussion:  The May 2009 ceremony was held at the South Florida Fairgrounds. 

 

Action:         The room set up at the fairgrounds will be done in “reverse” for future                                                                                                 

           ceremonies.  The stage will be placed at the opposite end of the room,  

           which will aid in crowd control and will also allow for a better entrance  

           pattern as the students walk in. 

 

          A “Graduate Reception” is also being considered at the end of the   

          ceremony with refreshments of cookies and water.  All guests would be                        

          invited to attend, and this would provide a good picture-taking opportunity.    

 

          Ed Mueller mentioned the chairs the faculty sat in were very narrow and  

          now will be placed with at least two inches on each side to avoid such a  

          tight situation.   

 

          Trish also mentioned the space allotted for the flag carriers did not seem to  

          be sufficient.   Ed said that was noted and more space will be allowed at  

          future ceremonies.  

 

          Bill Childers had safety concerns around the “boom” used for sound.  Ed                

          said this would also be addressed for future ceremonies.   



                     Paul Friedman mentioned parking becomes backed up because the          

          fairgrounds did not have the staff to direct cars so they would not have to  

          funnel into one lane.  Since Ed Mueller is inside, he was not aware of this  

          problem and will discuss it with the fairgrounds staff. 

 

ITEM 3.   Ceremony Change Suggestions – Fall 2009   

 

Discussion: Ed informed us consideration is being given to the idea of putting the large 

screen in Stage West, which holds 160 people, as a way to handle the 

overflow of guests at the certificate ceremony in the Duncan Theatre.  Bill 

Childers suggested the possibility of doing a “Live Stream” of both 

ceremonies to be shown for about a week afterward.  

 

Sheryl Giese stated concerns from the PSAV faculty group that the                              

certificate ceremony students are not treated equally.  They feel all students      

should be graduating in one ceremony; or, if two ceremonies are required, 

separation could be alphabetical.  Sheryl said the group feels there is a 

communication problem, and the College needs to hear the managers.  The 

PSAV programs used to be completely separated, but then were merged. 

She asserted that now they should be inclusive and included in the degree 

graduation.  They also feel it is unfair that the certificate instructors work all 

day on Friday and then have to attend a graduation ceremony on Friday 

evening, while the degree instructors only have to attend graduation and that 

is considered their full day’s work.  There was a discussion that Friday 

evening is the Sabbath for Jewish people, and having a ceremony at that 

time is an inconvenience for them.    

 

Steve Gray commented that the certificate ceremony is actually a nicer   

ceremony being held in a theatre, which allows more intimacy than the 

larger venues. 

           

                     Michael MacMullen suggested that the major concerns be listed to see if an  

          amicable solution can be implemented.  

 

   

Action:        Ed Mueller suggested that Sheryl and her council put together a written 

proposal  outlining their pitfalls and concerns, and  present it to the executive 

council. 

  

ITEM 4.   VOLUNTEERS 

 

Discussion:  We need volunteers, especially from the PSAV staff;  the more volunteers      

          we have, the better graduation ceremony we have. 

 

ITEM 5.   STUDENT SPEAKERS AND SPEECH COACHES 
 

Discussion:  The speech coaches are chosen by the Deans and should be done in a timely 

           manner to insure proper coaching.        

 



Action:        It had been previously decided that, if the student trustee is graduating, 

he/she will be the speaker at the degree ceremony.  The student trustee from 

Palm Beach Gardens graduated in May, so the December speakers will be 

from Belle Glade and Boca Raton campuses. 

 

Discussion:  Academic Regalia – Dr. Sass has listed what is to be worn by                    

graduates, such as PTK stoles and Honor medallions. No adornments such 

as crime scene tape will be permitted. 

 

 Additional regalia outlines for the BA programs were also discussed.  The    

suggestion is that BA graduates will wear a green cap and gown. 

 

 

ITEM 6.   CLOSING COMMENTS 

 

 Roz Mcfarlane mentioned that our contract with Bob Knight has ended.                        

Bob Knight has merged with another company, and everything seems         

all right for the time being.  

 

 Ed Mueller thanked everyone for attending. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Carol Boehlert, Scribe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


