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ELIGIBLE COURSE WORK 

If a student is enrolled in courses that do not count toward his degree, they cannot be used to 

determine enrollment status unless they are noncredit or remedial courses as described in the 

sidebar. This means you cannot award the student aid for classes that do not count 

toward his degree/certificate. 

ELIGIBLE STUDENT 

A person must be enrolled as a regular student in an eligible program in order to receive FSA 

funds. A regular student is someone who is enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible 

institution for the purpose of obtaining a degree or certificate offered by the school.  

 

Conditional acceptance. Some schools admit students under a conditional or provisional 
acceptance. For example, a student might be conditionally accepted until he provides further 
documentation, such as academic transcripts or test scores, or demonstrates an ability to 
succeed in the program (by receiving acceptable grades in program coursework). Typically the 
school will limit the student’s enrollment, in terms of number of courses or enrollment status, 
until the student meets the necessary conditions. 
 

Students admitted as conditional are regular students only if the school officially accepts 

them into the eligible degree or certificate program. The Department does not define official 

acceptance or admission. If the student is merely allowed to take some courses before being 

officially admitted to the program, she is not considered a regular student and is not eligible until 

she is officially admitted. 

 

 
Preparatory Coursework 

A student not enrolled in a degree or certificate program is eligible for Stafford and PLUS loans 

for up to one year if she is taking coursework necessary for enrollment in an eligible program.  

 

150% Confusion with SAP 

To quantify academic progress your school must set a maximum time frame in which a student 

is expected to finish a program. For an undergraduate program the time frame cannot exceed 

150% of the published length of the program measured in academic years or terms, credit hours 

attempted. 


