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Palm Beach State College 

MINUTES 
Student Activities and Service Fee Committee 

February 28, 2012 
1:30 p.m. 

Lake Worth Campus, NS/129 
 

ITEM 1: Roll Call 

Allen, Angela; Banks, Nicole; Bryant, Earl; Davis, Marc; Delgado, Andres; Klein, 
Ariella; Harrison, Pamela; Iosia-Sizemore, Mareta; Johnson, Candice; Murray, 
Crinston; Myers, Jared; Pain, Karen; Proper, Faith; Salguero, Gustavo;  Schulz, 
Michael; Vital, Leonardo; 
 
ITEM 2: Approval of the Agenda 

Discussion:  Nicole Banks motioned to approve the agenda; Jared Myers 
seconded this motion.  

Data Source:  2-28-2012 Meeting Agenda 

Action:  Agenda was approved by a unanimous vote.  

ITEM 3: Diversity 

Discussion:  Juanita Benjamin presented on behalf of the District Diversity 
Committee. She listed and elaborated on the Diversity events 
hosted last year, including a film festival and the annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. breakfast, which had a record attendance this 
year. They included all four campuses through satellite streaming 
and by hosting mini events on each campus.  

 The Committee had posed several questions about the Diversity 
Committee’s proposal, which Ms. Benjamin answered. She 
justified the increase in funds requested due to the large turnout 
at the Martin Luther King Jr. breakfast. She revealed that the 
committee does have other equity funding to assist with Speaker 
honorariums, and passed out an itemized budget, organized by 
event, explaining how the SASF funds were utilized. The 
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Committee asked how the Committee would cut back on 
expenses if funding stayed the same. Ms. Benjamin said that they 
would probably have to search for a less expensive speaker. 
Although this year’s speaker was very well received, the 
honorarium took up a large portion of their budget.  

 The floor was then opened for further questions. Dean Banks 
asked what method was being used to track students; Ms. 
Benjamin explained that surveys and faculty involvement were 
the primary tools. Mareta Iosia-Sizemore and Gustavo Salguero 
asked about an item on the budget called educational supplies; 
Ms. Benjamin said that it was used for materials to be passed out 
at the Film Festival and for the rights to play the movies. Marc 
Davis asked about the other equity funding, if it stayed static 
from year-to-year or could rise and fall. Ms. Benjamin replied 
that typically those funds stay static from year-to-year.  

Data Source:  Diversity Committee’s Budget Presentation 

Action:  The committee will carefully consider the District Diversity 
Committee’s presentation and budget proposal during 
deliberations.  

ITEM 4: Honors 

Discussion:  Marcella Montesinos and four students came to present for the 
Honors College. Marcella explained that, by definition of the 
organization, they are involved in college-wide programming, 
and shared some demographic information for Honors students 
by campus.  

 On the Lake Worth campus, there are 216 students; Palm Beach 
Gardens has 168; Boca Raton campus claims 166; and the Belle 
Glade campus has 20 honors students. The students presented 
the Honors College plans for next year, which include a University 
tour for Honors students to explore their Florida college options; 
travel to national and regional conferences; cultural activities 
hosted by the Honors College, such as going to Broadway plays at 
the Kravis Center; a graduation breakfast for Honors graduates; 
and the production of annual student-designed t-shirts. In 2011-
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2012, the Honors College increased their interaction and 
cooperation with other campus organizations and expanded their 
presence on each campus. Palm Beach State College was also this 
year’s host of the Florida Collegiate Honors Council at the end of 
February, which was the best and largest conference in many 
years.  

 At this point, questions were asked from the floor.  Jared Myers 
asked about the budget proposal, where the expenses were 
labeled “other.”  Marcella explained that expense covered things 
like programs they printed for FCHC and the honors graduation 
breakfast, graduation medallions, and honorariums for speakers 
hosted by the Honors College. Gustavo Salguero asked where 
SASF money was spent on the FCHC conference; Ms. Montesinos 
explained that some money was used for hiring a DJ for the 
student mixer and for printing the program booklets at the 
College. Karen Pain asked how many students attended the 
conferences nationally and regionally from Palm Beach State 
College, and Ms. Montesinos explained that the number of 
students sent varies directly with available funding for the trips. 
Earl Bryant asked about one of the cultural activities, an Honors 
Movie night that is open to all students, and how it was 
advertised. Ms. Montesinos explained that an email was sent out 
to all students through upper administration.  

Data Source:  Honors College’s Budget Presentation 

Action:  The Committee will carefully consider the Honors College’s 
presentation and budget proposal during deliberations.  

ITEM 5: Math Science Institute 

Discussion:  Dean of Student Services on the Gardens campus, Scott 
Maclachlan, presented for the Math and Science Institute. MSI 
was the vision of Dr. Dennis Gallon, our College president. The 
program is marketed to high-achieving high school students in 
the community as well as PBSC students. This year, their budget 
proposal increased because they are expanding to include a 
fourth track of study and make room for more students (from 45 
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to 100 students).  Scott Maclachlan opted to let the Committee 
ask any questions they had at this time.  

Marc Davis asked what percentage of the students enrolled in 
the program were PBSC students before enrolling in the institute; 
although this exact number is not known, it is estimated to be 
about half and half.  

Dean Banks asked if all the Institute’s classes were honors level, 
which they are. Scott Maclachlan explained that our institute is 
on par with any institute in the U.S., including Scripps, Duke, and 
Yale. Because of the caliber, PBSC has to compete with these 
programs for the same highly-desired students.  

Earl Bryant asked what percentage of the high school students 
who enroll in the program turn around and enroll at PBSC full 
time; this number is not known exactly, but Mr. Maclachlan 
believes that a good deal of them do return.  

Gustavo Salguero asked if there was a quota or goal for the ratio 
of PBSC students to high school students; there is not a ratio, but 
it ends up being about half and half.  

Karen Pain asked what the travel expenses covered; Mr. 
Maclachlan explained that the students in the Environmental 
science track get to go out on pontoons to do real life studies, 
and the physics track tours NASA.  

Crinston Murray asked about what was covered by the money 
allotted for supplies; this money covers coats, goggles, shirts and 
textbooks for the students.  

Ariella Klein asked if there was any method in place to track 
students’ enrollment after completing the program; while there 
currently isn’t, Mr. Maclachlan said they were happy to begin 
tracking students’ progress.  

Marc Davis asked if this program is considered a recruiting tool 
for the College; while it is not technically considered that, it does 
attract high caliber students in STEM areas to stay at the College, 
which is very important.  
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Karen Pain asked about any outside grant funding, and, if MSI 
receives grant funding, if they would return money to SASF 
funds. Mr. Maclachlan indicated that it was a priority to get 
grants, and repaying funds has been common practice in the past 
years.  

Gustavo Salguero asked how the program was expanding to 
accommodate so many students with the relatively low increase; 
Mr. Maclachlan answered that they are allowing students to take 
either one or two classes, which opens up many seats.  

Data Source:  MSI’s Budget Presentation 

Action:  The Committee will carefully consider the MSI’s presentation and 
budget proposal during deliberations.  

ITEM 5: Athletics 

Discussion:  Dr. Holstein presented for the Athletics teams budget proposal. 
He explained the philosophy of the previous year, which included 
the athletes serving in the community with service projects. After 
extensive partnering with Student Life, more students are aware 
about athletics, and athletics is becoming more unified with the 
College as a whole.  

 He went on to explain the small increase in the request over last 
year’s budget, which will be used completely for aircards for the 
coaches to use with their laptops while they are on the road, and 
to give raises to the part-time assistant coaches, who haven’t 
received a raise in over three years. Their stipends are currently 
half of the state average. Dean Banks asked about the use of the 
aircards and if they were used while travelling; Dr. Holstein said 
they were used; because the coaches are part-time academic 
advisors, they need wireless access to be on Live Chat for all 
students. Andres Delgado asked if all the aircards are used at the 
same time; Dr. Holstein said that, while they are not used at the 
same time, it would be extremely difficult to coordinate since   

 Jared Myers asked to clarify when the coaches had last received 
a raise; Dr. Holstein said that they have not received a raise while 
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he has been in charge, so it has been at least three and a half 
years.  

Data Source:  Athletics’ Budget Presentation 

Action:  The Committee will carefully consider the Athletics’ presentation 
and budget proposal during deliberations.  

ITEM 6: Earth Day Poster Competition 

Discussion:  Tracy Joinson and Majorie Simon came to present for the Earth 
Day Poster competition. It is the second year that the Palm Beach 
Gardens Earth Day committee has hosted a district-wide Poster 
Competition. Since it is district-wide, they decided to ask for the 
prize money for next year from SASF funds. The $300 requested 
would be prize money for the 2013 winner who will design the 
poster that will advertise for the 2014 event. They promote this 
design competition to all design students as a chance to enhance 
their portfolio.  

 Jared Myers asked if the Earth Day committee had considered 
getting sponsorships or fundraising for this money; yes, they 
have invited judges from the community to hopefully get one of 
them to sponsor upcoming years’ competitions, but it takes time. 
Michael Schulz asked how many entries they had last year; Tracy 
Joinson said they had seven entries last year from throughout 
Palm Beach State College.  

 Jared Myers asked how much the whole Earth Day event costs to 
put on; Tracy Joinson responded that the Poster Competition is 
separate from the rest of the event, because the Poster 
Competition is open to all students and marketed to all students 
in PBSC. Earth Day itself is funded from Palm Beach Gardens 
campus, so the committee is only asking for this prize money 
from SASF funds.  

 Crinston Murray asked how the posters are judged; Tracy Joinson 
answered that it is subject to the judges as to which poster best 
exemplifies the theme, “Natural Florida.”  
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 Pamela Harrison asked how the judges are selected; Tracy 
Joinson said that they are members of the community to run 
businesses that are known for their “green” efforts.  

 Earl Bryant asked if this was marketed to Belle Glade students; 
Tracy Joinson responded that it advertised to targeted students 
in the Fine Arts and Design, as well as the corresponding faulty. 

 Jared Myers asked to clarify that it was open to all students, 
which it is; it is just marketed to the students who would most 
likely be interested in the competition.  

Data Source:  Earth Day Poster Competition’s Budget Presentation 

Action:  The Committee will carefully consider the Earth day Poster 
Competition’s presentation and budget proposal during 
deliberations.  

ITEM 7: Beachcomber  

Discussion:  Lizabeth Martin and some of the Beachcomber staff presented 
for the Beachcomber Student Media’s budget proposal. They 
showed the Committee some of the advances that the 
newspaper had been making in social media and passed out 
examples of the finished newspapers.  

 In addition to the writing and editing, interested students are 
given professional opportunities to learn about being a journalist, 
as well as building experience. They are able to travel to 
conferences to learn about industry standards and the 
differences in journalism websites. Some students had received 
jobs and internships as a result of their involvement in the 
Beachcomber. They have also been making great progress is 
distribution, with copies being delivered to all four campuses 
regularly. The committee posed no additional questions to the 
Beachcomber.   

Data Source:  Beachcomber Student Media’s Poster Competition’s Budget 
Presentation 
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Action:  The Committee will carefully consider the Beachcomber Student 
Media’s presentation and budget proposal during deliberations.  

ITEM 8: Deliberations  

Discussion:  The Committee discussed several different methods of evaluating 
the presentations and budget proposals. Many ideas were 
discussed but, in the end, the Committee decided that time was 
too short to make a well thought-out decision, and postponed 
deliberations for a later date.  

Data Source:  N/A 

Action:  The Committee will reconvene March 19, 2012 to deliberate and 
vote on the funding requests.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:15pm.  


