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AGENDA/MEETING MINUTES 

Test Center Cluster 

April 21, 2010 

Boca Campus 

 

 

ITEM 1. NLN Test 

 

Discussion:    The PBSC Nursing program plans to eventually implement a new nursing exam for entry 

into the program. Most likely, the test will be computerized. At the same time, the NLN 

paper/pencil test will be offered during the 2010-2011 academic year on the Lake Worth 

and Belle Glade campuses. 

 

Data Source:  NLN meeting  

 

Action:      On-going. 

 

ITEM 2.         McCann Placement Test – Pilot Test at PBSC 

 

Discussion:    Lake Worth Test Center discussed being a site for the new placement test pilot. They 

would use a reserved room on campus, outside the testing center, to offer the pilot. 

  

McCann Placement Test Pilot (FPRT) 

Cluster Discussion of participating in the Pilot 

April 20, 2010 

The Cluster decided to list the pros and cons of participation in the pilot in order to clarify if, when and 

how the pilot should be handled. 

 

Pros for Participation 

1. Technical readiness for implementation 

2. Smooth transition from Accuplacer instrument to McCann  

3. Inclusion of PBSC demographics 

Cons for Participation 

1. Timing is during peak registration – use of staff and resources 

2. Limited faculty members – full-time faculty limited for the summer 

3. Pilot test will not be adaptive. However, the final test version will be adaptive. 

4. Would have to use room outside of testing  

5. Limited McCann technical support 

6. No specifics have been communicated from McCann or the FDOE 

7. Would need faculty to give extra credit to entice student participation – could skew statistics for 

test cut scores 

8. HP computer replacement during the same time frame 

9. Conversion to Window 7 and Explorer 8 same time frame  
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10. Staffing – summer vacations  

11. Accuplacer units already purchased to avoid paying the non state rate after July 30
th

. 

12. Duplication of effort if PBSC faculty does not agree with the minimum cut scores determined by 

the state. 

CLUSTER CONSIDERATIONS & RECOMMENDATION 

The Cluster will be implementing the COMPASS online program; Insight (Vision replacement) 

and would like to have all placement scores uploaded before the fall semester.  The staff will also 

be adjusting to Windows 7 and the interaction with Windows 7 and the other testing software 

during the summer months. 

 

If the College decides to participate in the pilot, we would like to have only one campus 

participate.  There would be 19 classes involved in order to determine cut scores (including all 

prep and math through MAC2313).  If there is a problem with the implementation of the pilot, the 

other campuses would still be able to handle the daily operations of the test center.  The smaller 

test sites do not have the staff or the room to handle a pilot during peak. 

 

If the College does not decide to participate in the pilot, perhaps we could still be part of the 

technical team to keep informed and get a sample of the test so that we can be kept in the loop and 

work together with IT to determine if we need to make any technical adjustments before the 

implementation. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Testing Cluster 

 

 

Data Source: Test Center Coordinators 

 

Action:          In progress     

 

ITEM 3.       Compass ESL Online Campus license   

 

Discussion:  The Test Center Cluster discussed Compass and will soon be transferring to Compass-ESL 

online testing. There will be no College licensing fee when we switch to online testing. 

  

Data Source: Cluster Chair-Donna Marquardt, TC Coordinators, ACT Representative 

 

Action:  Awaiting upgrade to Windows 7, IE8 to be compatible with Compass inline version.  

 

Attendance: Donna Marquardt 

                      Diane Cotignola  

                      Marc Webb 

                        

Submitted by: Diane Cotignola  

                        Donna Marquardt 

 

c. Minutes Distribution List 

 

  

  


